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Last September it was
announced by Jana Grimes, Ban-
ner Web Project Coordinator that
"the campus community is now
able to access much of their own
personal data via the Banner2000
Web product."
Information available to stu-
dents on the Banner website fea-
tures a variety of data, including
personal information, student
midterm and final grades, an
unofficial transcript, and account
summary.  
Faculty have improved access
to information as well.  It is pos-
sible to view employee services
information, such as payroll
detail via Banner Web.
The change to online schedul-
ing is made possible by Banner
Web.  Registrar Tim Prickel
commented that students have
been "very receptive to change."
"Online class registration is
faster and easier," said Sopho-
more John Witting.  "You can
also register while wearing paja-
mas," he added.
Sophomore Eric Borzello likes
online registration because it
gives immediate feedback as to
what classes the he got into.
Another change made possible
by Banner Web is midterm and
final grades are now to be sub-
mitted online by faculty.  
The old method of grade sub-
mission involved paper forms.
Faculty copied grades onto the
forms then returned them to the
registrar.  The office of the regis-
trar would then enter the grades
into the Banner system.
For the first time this midterm,
faculty will submit grades online
instead of on paper.  Jan Lind,
Assistant Registrar, who has
worked on the Banner Project for
years, commented that the new
system will provide greater accu-
racy, give the teacher more con-
trol, and is more convenient
overall.
"The reason for the project is
not so much to save our time, but
to give faculty the ability to do it
themselves," said Lind.
Even though entering grades
manually has been extremely
accurate in the past, the new sys-
tem will circumvent extra possi-
bility of error by entering the data
into the Banner system.
Faculty will have the ability to
correct mistakes made on the
spot as opposed to going through
the registrar to make changes.  
Teachers may submit grades
from any location.  A faculty
member commented that he is
excited to no longer need to make
a trip to Rose-Hulman on Satur-
day to deliver the grade report.
In the future from Banner Web
we may see a "graduation check-
sheet" commented Prickel.  The
checksheet will display the
courses required and completed
courses in an accessible format,
allowing students to quickly
build a course plan and ensure
they are taking the necessary
courses to graduate.
A date has not been set for the
deployment of the checksheet.  It
is not expected it will be avail-
able any time soon.
Among the many improve-
ments to Banner Web, now
employees and students, exclud-
ing a few groups like the House-
keepers, are now required to go
on Banner Web to view their pay
stubs online. To view pay infor-
mation, log-in to Banner Web,
click on the Employee link, then
on Payroll Information, and on
Pay Stub. Select a year to view
payroll information and click on
Display. To view a particular pay
period, click its date.
Banner Web improves efficiency on campus
Briar Colwell
Staff Writer
This Saturday is scheduled to
be the on-campus workday for
the Rose House before it is
moved to its permanent location
in Terre Haute.  Before the move
takes place the vinyl siding
needs to be completed along
with finishing the dry wall
within the house.  
Each Habitat for Humanity
house is provided a small shed to
keep assorted items.  This shed
will also be constructed this Sat-
urday at the site of the house's
permanent location.  Saturday is
an open workday and all stu-
dents, faculty, and staff are wel-
come to help between 8 am and
Noon or in the afternoon from 1
pm until 5 pm.  
After completing the remain-
ing construction on-campus, the
house is expected to be moved in
mid-February.  The exact date
has yet to be determined due to
the permit process required to
move a house.  Once the house is
moved, volunteers will be
needed again in order to finish
minor details with the house and
the property.
The Rose-Hulman Habitat for
Humanity student chapter would
like to thank everyone for the
work that has been accomplished
to this point; however, the work
is not done until Erin and her
family have blessed their new
home.  Any students interested
in participating with Habitat for
Humanity can contact Briar Col-
well via e-mail or attend weekly
chapter meetings each Monday





Rick Brinson, Habitat for Humanity Construction Coordina-
tor, wonders what the heck those engineers are up to now.
The snow came just in time for
the annual winter activity night,
this year named Winter Fun
Fest. The activities were under
way last Wednesday night in the
Student Union from 6:30 to
10:30 p.m. It was the chance for
students to get away from the
middle of winter quarter to relax
and have fun with friends.  The
always fun and yet slightly pain-
ful wax hands activity returned.
Several cute and simple craft
projects were available for stu-
dents to complete, adding to the
stress-free environment. 
Students were also encouraged
to participate in light-hearted
competition. A 2-hour Lego
competition allowed students to
show off their engineering skills.
The paper snowflake competi-
tion sparked students creative
and artistic sides.  One of the
best relaxing events of Cabin
Feverfest was “Rock N Relax.”
Rocking chairs were brought in
from the local Cracker Barrel
Restaurant so the students could
have a seat and relax with a
comfortable rocking chair. If
you missed out on the event, the
rocking chairs are still in the
basement of the Union.
Free warm cookies and hot
cocoa complete with mini-
marshmallows were also served
to those who participated. The
hot cocoa was served in souvenir
Winter Fun Fest mugs that stu-
dents could keep as a memento
of the fun-filled event. Other
food items such as snow cones
and fresh popcorn added to the
events light-hearted atmosphere.
Karaoke was held in the
WORX for anyone that wanted
to do a preliminary try out for
American Idol. 
Another popular activity was
caricatures in the Kahn Room.
Students had could have person-
alized caricatures done by a
local artist portraying them
doing their favorite activity.
Caricatures were also available





Scott Tourville & Patrick Allen are playing with Lego® blocks.
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Copy Editor Luke Stark
News Editor Open
Opinions Editor Brandon Hathaway
Entertainment Editor Bob Schulein
Sports Editor Josh Annin
Humor Editor Steve Hoelle
Events Editor Michael Kuehl
Photo Editor John Howard
Administrative Staff
Advertising Manager Wesley Kalata
Business Manager Open
Advisor Richard House
Editor Emeritus Frank Pfeiffer ‘96
Webmaster Steve Pierce
“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community 
informed by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays
first through ninth week each quarter
The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 300 words in length.
E-mail is the preferred method of communication.  The editors reserve the right to edit letters for grammar, clarity, and length .
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact phone number to confirm the letter before publication.
ALL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOON ON WEDNESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION
The views expressed in the Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
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Bring your lunch and join us for
LUNCH AT ROSE-HULMAN
each first and third Fridays from
11:30 - 12:30. Look for our table
in the main dining room of the
Student Union.
Come to THE BIBLE AND OUR
LIVEs, a group discussion on the
Bible and spirituality as part of
our lives, every Tuesday, 6:30




meaningful discussion over a
shared meal. Everyone is
welcome!
This semester’s FACULTY &
FRIENDS DISCUSSION
GROUP will discuss “The Good
Book: Reading the Bible with
Mind & Heart” by Peter Gomes.
The group meets Friday morning
at 8:00 at United Campus
Ministries, 321 N 7th St.
Fraternities - Sororities
Clubs - Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2,000 this




fundraising easy with no
risks.
Fudraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the
program! It works. Contact

















If you want to see a friend’s birthday in the 
Thorn calendar, send an e-mail to thorn@rose-




THORN Page 3The Rose ThornFriday, January 17, 2003
Computer policy upgraded
On January 7, 2003 new Com-
puter Use Policy was passed dur-
ing the Institute Meeting.  The
new policy allows for incidental
personal use, whereas the old pol-
icy did not discuss this matter.
The Computer Use Policy defines
incidental personal use as per-
sonal email, network browsing,
game playing, etcetera.  Actually,
the old policy prohibited game
playing on the network.  It says
"Network connections are not to
be used to play games on remote
computer facilities or for those at
remote facilities to play games on
Rose-Hulman facilities."
The Computer Use Policy
Review Committee, headed by
Professor. North held meetings
and discussions for over a year to
revise the old computer use pol-
icy.  A group of students were
asked to come up with their own
revision of the computer use pol-
icy as well.  The student's revision
was submitted to the Review
Committee.  Also, a few students
were chosen to give their input
and concerns regarding the cur-
rent draft of the computer use pol-
icy along with their comments
and thoughts on the student ver-
sion.  The Review Committee's
Policy submitted their third revi-
sion to the Institute and it was
passed. 
In the old policy there were
only 7 guidelines and the new
policy has 11 guidelines.  The
main difference between the
guidelines is language, a section
on illegal behavior was added, a
section on commercial use was
added a disclaimer was added,
and a section regarding informa-
tion systems.  The section on
enforcement is more concise and
clear.  A new section on prosecu-
tion and enforcement was added
as well.  
Three appendices were added
to the new policy.  They were left
out of the actual computer use
policy so that they can be
changed in the future without
having to officially pass or revise
the officially accepted computer
use policy.  The definitions
appendix help clarify terms that
are used in the policy.  Twelve
illustrative examples appendix
help clarify what is acceptable
and unacceptable.  They are only
guidelines and should not be
regarded as law.  Finally, the Ten
Commandments of Computer
Ethics was the last appendix.
The overall computer use pol-
icy stress the use of good judg-
ment for all members of the Rose-
Hulman community.
At the beginning of this aca-
demic year, Rose-Hulman was
endowed with a new lecture
series, with the purpose of
encouraging Rose students to
take their careers outside the tra-
ditional engineering career paths
and instead to be innovative and
think "outside of the box."  The
new series is sponsored by Den-
nis J. Paustenbach, a Rose-Hul-
man 1974 graduate in chemical
engineering.  He received his
doctorate in environmental toxi-
cology from Purdue University
in 1982 and is now the Vice
President of Exponent, Inc.
In December, the Paustenbach
Lecture Series Committee held a
contest for the naming of the
new lecture series to be held on
campus this year and in the years
to come.  Mr. Paustenbach him-
self selected the final naming
submission from three finalists
that were selected by the com-
mittee.  Earlier this week, the
committee was proud to
announce that Amanda Stevens,
a senior civil engineering major,
was the winner of the $200 cash
prize for her submission.  The
lecture series, now named "Paths
Less Traveled:  The Paustenbach
Lecture Series on Uncommon
Careers for Engineers and Scien-
tists", will have its first event
during the Hatfield Hall Celebra-
tion Week in February.  
The inaugural speaker is David
Roux, a co-founder of Silver
Lake Management, LLC, a New
York and Silicon Valley invest-
ment partnership.  Before found-
ing Silver Lake, he was a Vice
President at Oracle Corporation,
specializing in business develop-
ment, mergers and acquisitions,
technology licensing and equity
investments.  He has received
degrees from Harvard and Cam-
bridge University.  His speech is
entitled "Celebrating Serendip-
ity: Heretical Advice and Uncon-
ventional Wisdom on Career
Management", which will be at
11:00am in the Hatfield Hall
auditorium on February 4.
Classes on that day will be on a
convocation schedule so every-
one on campus will be able to
attend without missing class.
Samuel Zurcher
Guest Writer





It is time for a quick update on
what has happened in Senate.
The general fund of SGA stands a
$46,024.97.  Recently SGA Sen-
ate has approved money for many
student groups.  See figure 1 for a
list of each funding request and
how much they received.
SGA is pleased to announce the
SLOM (Student Leaders of the
Month) for the first quarter.
These people were nominated by
a member of the faculty or staff
for excellent leadership in a class
or activity during a particular
month.  The awardee for Septem-
ber is Walt Flood.  He was nomi-
nated by Erik Hayes for his work
on the bonfire.  The October
awardee is Mike Novotney.  He
was nominated by Tom Miller
and Cary Laxer for his work with
IFC on the Greek Leaders
Retreat.  The November awardees
are Sara Podolski , Rob Carruth
and Briar Colwell.  They were
nominated by Caroline Carvill for
their work with the Habitat for
Humanity.  These leaders will be
treated to a fine dinner courtesy
of SGA.
Also, the SGA webpage has
been updated with a great new
design.  The new address is http://
www.rose-hulman.edu/SGA/.
There is a wealth of useful infor-
mation about SGA and its activi-
ties on the webpage.  Finally, all
can publicize events on the calen-
dar (http://www.rose-hulman.edu/
SGA/calendar.html) by e-mailing
the SGA Publicity Director.
• DDR (Dance Dance Revolution) Temporary Budget: $ 1,660.88
• Paintball Club Temporary Budget: $ 4,779.00
• Volleyball Club Funding Request: $ 2,918.00
• Bowling Club Funding Request: $ 200.00
• Spanish Club Funding Request: $ 1200.00
(for Mariachi Band and festival)
• Spanish Club Funding Request: $ 262.00 (for Museum trip)
• Model UN re appropriated their $5295.00 budget
• ASCE received $746 for a leadership conference
• Unity club was denied full club status
Figure 1
NOW RENTING
for 2003-04 school year
1 to 6 bedroom units... studio’s, too!
For more
information, call...
Located 3 miles East of Campus on Hwy 40
Open 11 am to 8 pm Weekdays
Rose Special: 50 cent Drink with Sandwich Purchase
Always Fresh, Not Frozen
877-3229
Dine-in or carry Out
R e s t a u r a n t
SGA Senate update
Cod Fish Sandwich -- $3.39
Hamburger -- $1.99
Cheeseburger -- $2.14
Breaded Tenderloin -- $2.69
Chicken Strips -- 2/$2.29
French Fries -- $1.19
Onion Rings -- $1.69
Potato Salad -- $1.19
Cole Slaw -- $1.19
Attention!!
 The Rose Thorn is in need of 
researchers, writers, photo-
graphers, or anyone willing to
help with this weekly paper. If
you are interested, join us in
Olin 101 on Wednesdays
at 5:10. We have free pizza
for anyone who joins us.
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Best games of 2002
 
Weekend Box Office Summary
         Title                                     Weekend    Total Gross
This Week’s Releases: 
Jacob Silvia
Staff Writer
Over break, I received a gift
card to a store at which I normal-
ly never shopped, due to their
outrageous prices. Since this
particular store isn’t in the
Haute, I figured that I had best
use my gift card now so I
wouldn’t have to wait until Feb-
ruary before I could again have a
chance to utilize it.
Looking at their DVD selec-
tion, I noticed a brand-new,
shiny plastic box with Tim Cur-
ry on the cover. Shocked and
amazed, I asked myself, “Is this
that bizarre 80’s fantasy film by
the likes of Ridley Scott?”
Surely enough, I was correct. I
used my gift card to but the Ulti-
mate DVD Edition of “Legend.”
The DVD itself is not what is
initially appealing, it is the
packaging, for “Legend” comes
in a clear, plastic case with the
occasional glossy insert, provid-
ing a difficult-to-read, but none-
theless appealing-to-the-eye
packaging.
For those of you who have to-
tally forgotten about the 80’s,
and the joys therein, and would
therefore have no recollection of
“Legend,” one of the key films
of that era, here is a plot summa-
ry:
Tim Curry, as The Lord of
Darkness, sends his goblin min-
ions on a quest to seek the uni-
corn’s horn, so he can rule over
the world with his powers of
darkness. Mia Sara is a pretty,
pretty princess who’s in love
with the forest child Jack,
played by Tom Cruise. 
Jack decides to show the prin-
cess some pretty creatures on
one particular day, so they jour-
ney out into the local hang-out
of the last two unicorns of the
world, all the while they are
tailed by a group of goblins.
The goblins manage to eighty
six one of the unicorns, and steal
its horn, sending the world into a
fit of eternal winter (trust me;
this is what really happens when
a unicorn horn is stolen).
Jack loses the princess, and is
confronted by the forest people,
who are rather irked at Jack let-
ting some lover-girl see the uni-
corns, leading to others finding
said horned equines, and further
leading into them killing said
unicorns. Teaming up with Jack,
a group of them set out on a par-
ty to reclaim the horn before
Darkness gets his red, scaly
hands on it. Meanwhile, the
princess wanders about, as per
what princesses do best.
If you enjoy 80’s fantasy films
(such as “Labyrinth,” or
“Krull”), then you’re sure to en-
joy “Legend.” I mean, it was di-
rected by Ridley Scott, whose
movie “Gladiator” won an acad-
emy award. Go get the Ultimate
DVD Edition of Legend if you
haven’t already. I’m willing to









Cruise, Mia Sara, 
Tim Curry
Supplements: Two 
versions of the 
film: director’s 
cut and theatri-
cal.  Trailers, doc-
umentary, snazzy 
case that makes you 
go “Weeeee!” story-
boards, commentary 
by the man himself, 
Ridley Scott, and 
the original screen-
play.






1  Just Married
2  Lord of the Rings
3  Catch Me if You Can
4  Two Weeks Notice











The Thorn’s weekly guide to contemporary and classic films worthy of your precious time
Gameboy Advance: “Metroid Fusion”
X-Box:
“Splinter Cell”
Playstation 2: “Grand Theft Auto: Vice City”
PC:
“Warcraft III”
The Gameboy Advance has become so
successful that a new version of the sys-
tem (complete with backlit display) will
come out in March. This last year has
seen many great games for the handheld,
but most of them have been ports.
The one original game that holds its
own with its port bretheren is “Metroid
Fusion.”  It retains the classic explora-
tion and action that made the series fa-
mous.  New surprises keep the game
fresh, and there are some moments that
are pretty scary in an oh so good way.
Runners up: “The Legend of Zelda: A
Link to the Past,” “Super Mario World,”
“Castlevania: Harmony of Dissonance.”
This last year has been somewhat of a
disappointing year for PS2, with less big
named games coming out.  That said, many
solid titles came out last year, the best of
which is “Grand Theft Auto: Vice City.”
“Vice City” expands upon the mobster
working his way up the system style of
“GTA3” and adds in enough new features
to create an amazing, original game.  The
ability to buy different businesses around
the seedy 80’s town was a great idea and
adds so much to hours you will spend im-
mersed.  Way to go Rockstar, and keep the
body count rising!
Runners up: “Kindom Hearts,”
“Tekken 4,” “Suikoden III.”
The Gamecube witnessed a
number of amazing titles released
in 2002.  Though the competititon
was tough, one game’s attention to
detail, wonderful gameplay, and
immersive atmosphere set it above
the others.  “Metroid Prime” is
gaming at its finest, and is The
Thorn’s 2002 overall game of the
year in addition to best Gamecube game
of the year.
“Metroid Prime” succeeds because of a
balance of exploration and action.  Inter-
esting information can be found out about
baddies right before blasting them courte-
sy of the scan visor.  The visor system is
an interesting way to see different aspects
of the world.
Perhaps the greatest aspect of “Metroid
Prime” is although it is in 3D, it plays re-
markably similar to the 2D games that
preceded it in the series.  This is quite a re-
markable feet considering those are some
of the greatest games ever created.
Runners up: “Eternal Darkness,” “Su-
per Mario Sunshine,” “Animal Crossing,”
“Resident Evil 0.”
Though PC gaming didn’t witness any
revolutionary titles this last year, many sol-
id games were released that have caused
many a sleepless night glued to the comput-
er screen.  This excellent real time strategy
game updates Blizzard’s series into 3D and
introduces a new hero system akin to ad-
venture games.  The resulting game is
amazingly addictive and deep.  
There are so many different ways battles
can turn out, and with four races, there’s
plenty of replay value.  The series’ trade-
mark humor is intact and updated.  While
the single player campaign is fun, most
time will be spent playing the multiplayer
game.  And that’s the way it should be!
Runners up: “Jedi Knight II: Jedi Out-
cast,” “Unreal Tournament 2003,” “Metal
of Honor: Allied Assault.”
Tom Clancy, the master of political in-
trigue, has had another video game hit with
“Splinter Cell.”  You play as Sam Fisher, an
NSA paramilitary/intelligence operative in
hostile Georgian territory.
The visual effects are astounding. Shad-
ows are handled very well, real-looking
night and thermal vision, and ambient ef-
fects make this a great atmosphere in which
to play.  The controls are a little initimidat-
ing at first, but that is easily mastered.  Sam
has to keep quiet when he walks and hold
his breath while sniping, creating great ten-
sion in gameplay. This game has great
gameplay, a Tom Clancy storyline, and the
graphics, this is a great game.
Runners up: “Unreal Championship,”
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For the second week in a
row, the sheer amount of qual-
ity records being released has
warranted the illustrious title
of Album of the Week to be
shared among two albums; and
for the second week in a row,
one of these albums is a solo
effort from an artist more
well-known by some for his
work in established bands. 
In this case, the artist in
question is Ted Leo, former
vocalist for New York Hard-
core stalwarts Citizens Arrest
(note this is not the formerly
Terre Haute-based ska/punk
outfit of the same name) in the
eighties, and the politically
minded post-punk act, Chisel,
throughout the nineties. 
In addition, the prolific
songwriter has been producing
his own solo projects since
1997, completing a number of
recordings before teaming up
with house band, The Pharma-
cists for 2001’s runaway hit,
‘The Tyranny of Distance’.
For his latest album, Leo
once again chose The Pharma-
cists to provide the backing
music to his choppy guitar
licks, demonstrative vocals,
and political rants. Like its
predecessor, ‘Hearts of Oak’
is an awe-inspiring vehicle for
Leo’s unique pop sensibility
that eludes categorization. At
any point in the album, ele-
ments of CCR style classic
rock, any era Elvis Costello,
and modern, trend-savvy indie
rock can be heard blending to
create a refreshing medley of
free spirited, forward thinking
rock and roll. 
Drew Wright
Staff Writer
Ted Leo / Pharmacists
Hearts of Oak
Lookout Records
“an awe-inspiring vehicle for 
Leo’s unique pop sensibility 
that eludes catorization.”
Albums of the week
“Electric Circus,” the new album
from funk master extraordinaire,
Common, is a shining example of
how far the progressive hip hop
movement has advanced since the
days when gangsta rap’s violence
and attitude overshadowed many
an effort to expand the art into new
territories.
Thankfully the days when mid-
nineties masterpieces like Dr. Octa-
gon’s “Octagynecologist,” or any-
thing else involving Prince Paul for
that matter, go unappreciated and
unnoticed are gone. Instead, inno-
vative groups like Jurassic 5, The
Roots, and Anti-Pop Consortium
have been garnering high praise as
of late for their respective contribu-
tions to the world of hip hop.
With the release of his latest al-
bum, Common has produced a
work comparable to those of the
previously mentioned acts, cata-
pulting him into the upper echelon
of the growing scene. Like his pre-
vious efforts, “Electric Circus” sees
Common tip-toeing along the thin
line between hip hop and soul, un-
abashedly melding the two together
to create a style all his own. 
However, what separates this al-
bum from his others is the reverent
rock and roll worship that can be
found on nearly every track. It is
apparent that Common spent some
quality time with the works of Hen-
drix and Berry before going in to
record, adding yet another layer to
his already eclectic repertoire.
In addition to the new diverse
sound, “Electric Circus” also fea-
tures an amazing hodgepodge of
guest vocalists. With a list includ-
ing fellow rappers Bilal and Cee-
Lo, alt-metal superstar Sonny of
P.O.D., soulstresses Jill Scott and
Zap Mama, and Stereolab front-
woman Laetitia Sadier, among oth-
ers, there is sure to be something






“Tip-toeing the thin line 
between hip hop and soul, 
unabashedly melding the 
two together.”
Your mother told me she wants you to write.
thorn@rose-hulman.edu
 
Recently, I picked up the lat-
est Chuck Palahniuk novel,
“Lullaby.” If you’re not famil-




















copy of a “culling song” found
in a children’s book of stories
and lullabies. This song, when
read to another person, causes
them to fall asleep and never
wake up (a nice way to say that
they die).
Carl Streator, journalist,
teams up with Helen Hoover
Boyle, a real-estate agent who
sells haunted houses. Along-
side them come Mona, Helen’s
secretary and devout Wiccan,
and her boyfriend, Oyster, your
average, every-day, militant
ecoterrorist. Their mission: to
eradicate all copies of that
poem from the world.
If you’ve ever ridden in a car
with your family, traveling
great distances, you could ap-
preciate the dialog of the cross-
country car-ride. Oyster even
calls Carl “dad,” as Helen takes
the role of mother, keeping the
“children” from fighting, while
preventing “dad” from killing
his annoying “son.”
See, Carl, being a journalist,
pays attention to detail. He no-
ticed the poem at the scene of
each death. He read the poem




















wants to destroy it, one wants
to use it for helping others, one
wants to control ultimately,
and the other wants to put a
stop to the evils of commercial-
ism.
Though the book is written
about a bizarre subject matter,
while I read it, I was truly en-
amored. The book kept my at-
tention, and made me utter a
quasi-audible “wow” as I
closed its back cover. Palahni-
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CORVALLIS, Ore. - By the
time this column is printed, a de-
cision will probably have already
been made by the White House
on whether or not to support the
University of Michigan program
which gives preferences to mi-
nority students in admissions.
Unfortunately, however, this de-
cision may determine much of
the results for the coming popu-
larity contest, or, as it is more
generally known, the next presi-
dential election. 
Because one of the main mi-
nority groups that currently has
an edge with this university is the
Hispanic race, also one of the
fastest growing minorities in the
country, there is a lot of pressure
being placed on our president to
side with the university. This
could possibly put him in favor
with this group, and perhaps keep
his party in power.
Many argue that Bush will in-
stead oppose the policy, follow-
ing the trends that he made while
governor of Texas. But if he
chooses this option, that which
he believes is in the best interest
of our country, he will most like-
ly lose the votes of many minori-
ty groups. And those votes may
be just what he needs if the next
election is anything like the last.
In spite of the possible conse-
quences to his party, most be-
lieve that he will not support the
issue. It is an option for him to
stand aside and let the proceed-
ings go without filing an opinion.
The president wouldn't be decid-
ing the outcome of the case, but it
is typical of the White House to
file a brief in potentially land-
mark cases. However, if Bush de-
cides to sit this one out, most
people would (and rightfully so)
consider him a coward -- if sim-
ply for not standing for one side
or the other.
Why is it that we, as a nation,
turn the elections into a game, an
issue of "courting the voters?" As
shown with this debate, many
have decided to base their politi-
cal decisions solely on one issue
-- Shirley Wilcher, of Americans
for a Fair Chance, states, "I hope
they are aware that there are
practical and political conse-
quences." 
And what about politicians,
who are much more concerned
with getting members of their
own party elected into office than
what is best for America? Ac-
cording to the Associated Press,
"Both sides [Republicans and
Democrats] said they would pre-
fer silence to White House oppo-
sition." This, for the
Republicans, is because they
don't agree with backing Michi-
gan, but if the president opposes
the policy, the party will lose
some support.
Honestly, I think that someone
in a situation like this should be
rewarded for having some guts.
The opinion of the president
won't decide the court case, after
all, and far too few people take
stands against the status quo.
The fact that Affirmative Ac-
tion is still a form of discrimina-
tion bothers many people.
However, the proposal Bush of-
fered to the state of Texas -- to al-
low the top 10 percent of
graduating students from each
high school to be eligible for ad-
mission at public universities --
levels the playing field between
races. Because each individual
school would be taken into ac-
count, diversity would be
achieved, but not at the price of
the animosity felt by many
whites. There would be no reason
to begrudge a minority for his or
her place in the system, because
it was worked for and deserved.
Bush faces a tough choice --
the kind of which not every pres-
ident makes, or makes success-
fully -- whether to do what is
popular, or what he believes is
right. He follows on the heels of
a certain former president who
decided popularity was all-im-
portant, his only consistencies
being in following the polls. We
can hope that our current leader
has the courage to take a stand
for the country, instead of stand-
ing for his own image.
Kim Jong Il has been in the news
quite a lot lately.  The despotic lead-
er of North Korea has gotten himself
in quite a mess-  it looks like he
wants to steal the spotlight from
Saddam Hussein.  Well, it seems
like it should be a mess.  But what is
anyone going to do about it?
It was a particularly well-timed
maneuver on the Koreans' part.
With a sizable fighting force being
dispatched to the Persian Gulf, it
would look to Kim that we would be
unable to respond militarily to the
developing situation on the Korean
Peninsula.  It does not really matter
as to whether or not we can actually
respond, it really only matters that it
appears that are unable to respond
quickly.
But, realistically, that isn't partic-
ularly relevant.  There will be no ex-
change of gunfire, er, missile-fire,
between North Korea and the Unit-
ed States.  In fact, there will proba-
bly never be an organized military
exchange between nation-states in
the manner we are used to ever
again.  Anything that precipitates
from the Iraqi situation will likely be
the last gasp of the style of warfare
we grew up reading about in history.
This is due to the marked expan-
sion of offensive capability relative
to defensive war-fighting abilities. It
is analogous to a football team put-
ting rhinoceroses on their offensive
line against the Bengals. Now, the
world has lost interest in football,
except for the countries who feel
like they got screwed, and hide in
the stands with guns and try to kill
the spectators.
This is especially true with North
Korea, because they neither have
the capacity to develop enough
weapons to prevent our ability to re-
taliate in kind nor do they have the
deliverance capacity.  So, if they try
anything funny with an atomic
weapon, the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (DPRK) would
promptly turn into the Democratic
People's Parking Lot of Korea (DP-
PLK).
Even though the North Koreans
are a proud people and culture
where losing face is to be avoided,
power is a powerful drug, and I seri-
ously doubt that the North Korean
leadership will start a nuclear war
just to irritate the United States.  The
leaders of a dictatorship are inher-
ently greedy, and thus unwilling to
give up the power they have.  If they
can keep their power longer, even
for the short term, they will do so.
The most critical aspect of the
North Korean problem is that they
pose an extremely dan-
gerous source of de-
struction for people
who hate the United
States.  If they begin the
construction of nuclear
weapons, the bombs will
inevitably be exported from Korea
to be brought in an undesirable fash-
ion to American soil, similar in con-
cept to what Japan has done with
anime.  
This puts the Bush Administra-
tion in a tricky position.  In their
commitment to end terror, they had
targeted Saddam, but let Kim Jong Il
off the hook for a little while.  Our
buddy Kim, though, threw a tan-
trum, probably because we called
him a bad name ("Axis of Evil," re-
member that?) and so now he's like
the little kid on the playground who
found a pointy rock and wants to
threaten the bully.  But both sides
know the other guy doesn't want to
actually fight.
So, we can either bully the Kore-
ans some more, which would most
likely guarantee their entrance into
the nuke making business for Osa-
ma and Saddam and all their wan-
nabes, or we can try to talk them into
calming down and increasing a
trade relationship.
Both options have potential ups
and downs.  First, Korea could be
bluffing.  That's unlikely, and even
if we try to call them on it, our
friends in South Korea and Japan
might not think that's funny.  If
they're not, then we could have an-
other Mohammed Atta walk into the
Capitol Building or the New York
Stock Exchange with a suitcase that
would make the Trade Center
Bombing seem like a carjacking.
If we talk trade with Kim and Co.,
then it looks like our President is
changing his mind, which is the po-
litical equivalent to admitting he
was wrong, which could potentially
make us look like we have weak
leadership.  Fortunately, Bush has
little face to save, since everyone
who's ever heard his name, both
within our country and without, has

















foster a reconciliation between the
North and South someday.  Also, it
could eventually bring down the re-
pressive Communist regime.
One of the things that ended Sovi-
et rule in Russia was American bud-
get.  Even though credit debt can be
a seriously bad thing, the fact that
we have the opportunity to rack one
up is something that Communists in
Soviet Russia never even dreamed.
Neither do the Koreans.  By opening
trade, allowing for an influx of for-
eign investment and ideas, then the
stranglehold that the government
there holds will certainly weaken.
People who have tasted freedom
usually like how it goes
down.  Just ask some-
one at Rural King what
they think about gun
control.
The ideas are the cru-
cial part.  The entire
world is Westernizing because of
American and European money.
We have won entire battles of the
Cold War with only dollars, and no
bullets, in Turkey and Greece,
among other places.  With those dol-
lars comes (usually) the increased
opinion of the recipient towards the
donor.  In essence, the whole
scheme boils down to other coun-
tries wanting to live like us, and be-
ing more than happy to use our
money to do it.  It is very similar to
why all of us picked this school.  For
the money.
Interestingly enough, along with
the influx of ideas would also come
information of Western excess.  Lit-
tle things we take for granted are
enough to topple repressive re-
gimes.  Like letting the Koreans
know that we have refrigerators in
every house, multiple cars, and hot
water on command is dangerous for
the leaders.  So maybe we should
counter their propaganda with info-
mercials.
If Korea is willing to negotiate,
which they are, since they're trying
to blackmail us into it with nuclear
weapons anyway, they will eventu-
ally spell the doom for their own re-
gime.  Really, if we play our cards
right, North Korea can't win this
one.  Well, we don't even have to
play that well, really, because either
decision, something bad will hap-
pen to Korea.  Let's just be sure we
know how many chips are on the ta-
ble.
Dear Editor:
The important role that
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology students played in
the success of this year's Bikes
For Tykes community project
was reported in The Thorn's
last issue before the Christmas
break.
However, the Exchange
Club of Terre Haute wanted to
once again thank
those students that helped
with this year's project, which
delivered more than 500 bicy-
cles and tricycles to needy
children in Terre Haute, Sulli-
van, Spencer and Ellettsville.
The bicycles were the only
Christmas present that many of
these children received this
holiday season.  Several par-
ents cried when Exchange
Club members made the deliv-
eries.  All of the families were
very appreciative of the sup-
port shown by the community.
That appreciation carried
over to Rose-Hulman students,
as well. Members of the fol-
lowing fraternities lent helping
hands to assemble, inspect and
sort the bicycles and tricycles
for delivery: Alpha Phi Ome-
ga, Pi Gamma Delta, Sigma
Nu, Alpha Tau Omega, Trian-
gle, Lambda Chi Alpha and Pi
Kappa Alpha.  Also, a group of
eight Rose-Hulman students
helped unload bicycles to the
storage building in mid-De-
cember.  Tom Miller, associate
dean of students, helped make
students aware of this commu-
nity project.
Bikes For Tykes has become
truly a community event.
The Exchange Club thanks
everyone that assisted in pro-
viding needy children with a
happy holiday season this
year.  We know that you'll be










President's priorities should ignore the polls
Brandon Hathaway
doesn’t speak Yiddish
OPINIONSPage 6 The Rose ThornFriday, January 17, 2003
Weighing in on the Korean question
  
Praise for Participation






People who have tasted freedom 
usually like how it goes down.
You should write 
Opinions for the the Thorn. 
That’s a fact.
SPORTS Page 7The Rose ThornFriday, January 17, 2003
GREENCASTLE, IND. - De-
Pauw University buried 11
three-point field goals and shot
52% from the field to earn an
83-50 victory over Rose-Hul-
man Institute of Technology in
Southern Collegiate Athletic
Conference men’s basketball
action on Saturday evening.
The Tigers shot 56% from the
field in the first half to gain a
41-27 halftime edge and outre-
bounded Rose-Hulman 50-21 to
earn their fifth consecutive vic-
tory.
Senior Joe Ringger paced
five DePauw players in double
figures with 18 points and 11
rebounds.  Senior Jeremy Bettis
added a double-double of 11
points and 10 rebounds, while
junior Wes Thornhill scored 13
points, freshman Alex Stewart
scored 11 and junior Jon Owens
tallied 10 for the Tigers.
“They feed off Ringger and
Bettis because they are both re-
ally good.  We’ve got our hands
full even if we play well, but I
was very disappointed in our
effort.  All the way through un-
til the last five minutes, their
kids played harder than ours.
We may have been a little in-
timidated and they were just so
much more physical than us,”




paced Rose-Hulman with 10
points, while freshman Brian
Bibb (Hoopeston, Ill.) and
freshman Munchie Muskeyval-
ley (Rock Island, Ill.) tallied
eight points each for the Engi-
neers.
Rose-Hulman was held to
38% from the floor and 5-17
from three-point range in the
contest.
“We’re not really crisp with
anything we do.  I think some of
that is an intimidation factor.  It
takes effort offensively and de-
fensively, and we’re just float-
ing through on offense.  The
effort was not because we don’t
want to do well, but it’s proba-
bly more of us being a little ten-
tative and afraid.  We’ll get
back to practice and go back to
the basics,” said Shaw.
DePauw jumped out to a 10-1
lead four minutes into the game
on three field goals by Ringger.
A three-pointer by freshman
Kareem Lee (Indianapolis/War-
ren Central) brought Rose-Hul-
man to within 15-6, then a three
by sophomore Evan Ballinger
(Upland/Eastbrook) made the
score 18-11 at the 11:00 mark.
DePauw answered with a 10-
2 run to earn a 28-13 lead with
8:45 left in the opening half.
The lead increased to 17 points
at 37-20 on a jumper by Jon
Owens at the 5:25 mark.
Rose-Hulman scored five
consecutive points to close
within 37-25 on a three-pointer
by Muskeyvalley and a jumper
by sophomore Philip Griffith
with 3:35 remaining.
DePauw increased the lead to
41-27 points at halftime on a
pair of free throws by Wes
Thornhill at the 1:52 mark of
the opening frame.  The Tigers
shot 56% from the floor in the
first half and outrebounded
Rose-Hulman 21-7.
The Tigers used a 16-2 to
open the second half to earn a
57-29 lead with 14:55 left to se-
cure the victory.  
DePauw improved to 7-5 on
the season and 3-0 in SCAC
play.  Rose-Hulman dropped to
4-10 overall and 1-2 in league
contests.  The Engineers return
to action on Friday evening
against Southwestern Universi-
ty at Hulbert Arena at 8 p.m.
Three-point shooting, rebounding lifts 
DePauw men past Rose-Hulman
GREENCASTLE, IND. -
DePauw University shot 65%
from the field in the second
half to break away from a 30-
17 halftime lead and earn an
83-40 victory over Rose-Hul-
man Institute of Technology in
Southern Collegiate Athletic
Conference women’s basket-
ball action on Saturday
evening.
Senior Dana Ferguson led
DePauw with 18 points, while
sophomores Sarah Zondor and
Amy Argetsinger reached dou-
ble figures with 12 and 10
points for the Tigers.  DePauw 
Freshman Karyn Kost
(Avon) led Rose-Hulman with
nine points, while freshman
Anna Hall (Martinsville) and
senior Cari Hasselbring (Skok-
ie, Ill./Niles North) tallied six
each for the Engineers.
DePauw shot 52% from the
field in the victory and fin-
ished 17-22 on the free-throw
line.  Rose-Hulman was held to
just 32% from the field and
outrebounded 36-17 by the
taller Tiger squad.
DePauw jumped out to a 13-
2 lead by holding Rose-Hul-
man to just 1-8 from the field
in the opening nine minutes.
Kost buried a three-pointer and
added two field goals to bring
the Engineers within 21-11 at
the 5:18 mark.
DePauw increased the lead
to 26-11 before back-to-back
field goals by freshman Anna
Hall brought the Engineers
within 28-15 at the 1:08 mark.
A field goal by senior Cari
Hasselbring cut the deficit to
30-17 at halftime.
DePauw earned a 38-19 ad-
vantage with an 8-2 run out of
the second-half locker room.
Rose-Hulman answered with
consecutive baskets from
freshman Ali Wampler (Bick-
nell/North Knox) and junior
Kiley Wallace (Munster) to
close within 38-23 with 14:50
left.
DePauw responded with a
15-5 run to earn a 53-28 advan-
tage and secure its 11th victory
of the season.  The Tigers im-
proved to 11-2 overall and re-
mained unbeaten in conference
play at 3-0.  Rose-Hulman
dropped to 3-11 overall and 0-
3 in league play.  The Engi-
neers host Southwestern Uni-
versity at 6 p.m. on Friday
evening. 
Second-half shooting lifts 






Friday, Jan. 17 
  ·WBB hosts Southwest-
ern University, 6 pm 
  ·MBB hosts Southwest-
ern University, 8 pm 
  ·WR at North Central 
Invitational, TBA
Saturday, Jan. 18 
  ·RIFLE vs. Morehead 
State University, 9 am 
  ·TR hosts Earlybird 
Invite, Noon 
  ·WR at North Central 
Invitational, TBA
Sunday, Jan. 19 
  ·RIFLE vs. Xavier Uni-
versity, 9 am 
  ·MBB hosts Trinity 
University, Noon 
  ·WBB hosts Trinity 
University, 2 pm 





MBB = Men’s Basketball
WBB = Women’s Basketball





“Frog blast the vent core!”
This Week in the News This Week in History
Hey Alcheys, got a favorite 
mix? Send it and your frat (or 
lack thereof) to
flipside@rose-hulman.edu.
We’ll print a winner and 
their association every week. 
Ingredients:
1.25 oz. Vodka
6 oz. Grapefruit Juice
1/4 tsp. salt
Procedure:
Vodka on ice in a highball 
glass. Mix in salt and juice.
Name:
Salty Dog
This Week’s Mix -- Winner this Week: GDI
British man commits suicide with 
a guillotine, local carpet cleaners 
annoyed.
1945 A.D. -
Hitler moves underground to 
spend more time with his girl. He 
marries her, then commits suicide 
hours later. Coincidence?
The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of The Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of The Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It proba-
bly doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions, ‘cause it’s all supposed to be a joke, okay? If you’re offended, we don’t care! All material is copyright of it’s respective owner. This product may cause wang can-
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Top Ten Reasons to Drop a Class Midquarter
You didn’t feel like doing the homework this week.
More time for EQ.
You remember you’ve already taken freshman comp.
Taking the drag version is for winners.
Ya already failed Physics 2 twice, WS is a better idea...
...and hopefully next year, it won’t be required to graduate.
Hertz is taking it next quarter.
You just found out it has a 1PM Thursday final.
Seems tequila lowers your ability to write a Pickett paper.











“My kid’s teething on lead paint, down another brewski!”
--Dr. Bremmer (who else?)
“I would be in Japan with the 4 's' s: sumo, sushi, safety 
and... sake.”
--Prof. Sanders, turning Japanese?
“I'm going to kill you!”
--Dr. Nahm, addressing a student that got him quoted on 
the Flipside
“I’m sorry, I’ve lost it.”
--Prof. Grimaldi, in Disco 2
“I wouldn't recommend heating the room that way [by 
dropping markers].”
--Dr. Padgett, telling a lame thermo joke, we guess
Wacky Prof Quotes
Have your profs said something wacky lately?
Well, stay awake for a change and write it down!
Send your Prof Quotes to:
flipside@rose-hulman.edu
Any other humor, comments, suggestions, 
complaints, or death threats are welcome as well.
